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bility, Gandhiji would adopt it. as a last resort.
Before this method is adopted by individuals,
groups or nations, they should make every pos-
sible effort at a peaceful solution of the social
conflict. As Satyagraha is based on truth, direct
action must always be preceded by negotiation.
"Since Satyagraha is one of the most power-
ful methods of direct action, a satyagrahi
exhausts all other means 'before'he resorts
to Satyagraha. He will, therefore, con-
stantly and continually approach the con-
stituted authority, he will appeal to public
opinion, educate public opinion, state his
case calmly and coolly before everybody who
wants to listen to him, and only after he has
exhausted all these avenues will he resort
to 'Satyagfaha. But when he has found the
impelling call of the inner voice within him
and launches out upon Satyagrahay he has
burnt his boats and there is no receding."1
Satyagraha may take various forms such as
agitation; demonstration; fasting; strike; picketting;
economic boycott; non-payment of tkxes; non-
cooperation; and civil disobedience. Gandhiji
ia* October 20, 1927.